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‘ Their two children were
not at the house at the time
 of the incident. One was
staying near the Virac
Elementary School where
she was studying, The other
was sent on an errand the

| Two' die as Ampacad
mountain collapses

ITOGON, Benguet
-- Two persons died
and two wounded
when a mountain in
sitio Dontog, Am-
pucao, this town, col-
lapsed a day before
typhoon Maring set in
last week.

With this incident,
Rodrigo Fuentds,
Director of the En-
vironmental Manage-
ment Bureau (EMB) of
the Department of En-
vironment and N-
‘atural Resources,
Cordillera Adminis-
trative region (DENR-
CAR), was requested
by a non-government
~ organization through

a press release state- .
ment to "immediately

suspend the opera-

tions of the Benguet
Corporation in the
‘arca until such time
that a thorough inves-

tigation is made on its
mining operations.” -

Initial investiga-

tion by the Mining
Communities Dev-
Center
(MCDC) regarding the

elopment

incident bared that
< residents within t]_:e

Dontog community
felt an "intensive shak-
ing of the ground” at
around 11:00 mid-
night, last September
19.

Two hours later,

the whole neighbor-

hood was roused from
sleep by the crashing
roar of the mountain
which crumbled and
caved in some 30 feet
underneath to form a

_yawning crater and

burying three houses.
 Residents conjee-

_ tured that there could
“be a h.urger‘subterv‘
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nenth the resldential men
cnusing the collapne of the
mountaln,

Ataround 2,00 a.m. nfter
the crashing wsink-in,
respondin neighbors
stagted digging Into the col:
Inpsed houses to look for sur-
vivors,

The search ylelded two
dend bodies at around 3;20
a.m, They were lator Iden-
tified as Noel Sunien, 31,
and Berta Sunien, 41, hus-
hand and wife who were
buried along with thelr
house at around 1:00 a,m,

The couple were later on
reported to have died "due to
lack of oxygen or anoxia'
Noel did not have any visible
injuries on his body. Berta,
however, sustained massive

bruises on the left shoulder
and on the right wrist,

night before and was repor-
tedly advised to return the
next day.

Meanwhile, as residents
scampered for safety at the
time of the crash, Danilo
Kabaten, 28, was buried alive
but was rescued on time
when he hollered for help.
He sustained fractured ribs
and at present being treated
atthe Baguio General Hospi-
tal (BGH), ‘

On September 22, a
fourth house was buried
under by continuous erosion
from the mountainside.
Days before, residents of this
mining community ex-
perienced ground tremors or
"aftershocks” a8 a result of
underground blasting,
MCDC reported.

Residents reportedly

poration regularly blasted

_ranean tunnel under-  ¢laimed that Benguet Cor-

the earth underground three

~ times daily since 1991, Blast-
ing was reportedly heard in

the time frames of 6:30 am,

'3:45 pm, and 10:30 pm.

It was reported that
erosions were occurring near
the site of the fatal incident,
A wide crack In the aren
reportedly developed into a

‘ing the houses below it,

" Destroyed In the collapse
- of the mountain were two
ball mills, one crusher, one

electric motor and a water
tank of the community.

Meanwhile, it was
reported that aaid mountain

was the same one which col-
lapsed previously in 1991
o Alfred Dizon

- big ravine and was endager-
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